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Nancy Bock: A Pet’s Best Friend

by Taylor Arnold
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Maoncy Bock received $25,000 for her winning concept, “The PetSafe Fire Escope for Crates,”
to help pets escape from their crates in cose of fire or smoke emergencies.

N ancy Bock doesn't just love animals. She is
on a mission o make the world a safer place
for them. Recently she developed the winning
concept, “The PerSafe Fire Escape for Craws.”
to help pers escape from their crates in case
of fire or smoke emergencies, and as contest
winner, she was awarded $25.000. Today she is
poised to have her invention developed and sold
exclusively through Foster & Smith, the nation’s
leading vererinary-owned per supplier.

Originally from upstate New York, Bock
earned a degree in Compurer Science and Math
from SUNY Binghamton. Since 1990, this 44-year
old financial analyst has called Adlanta home, and
she says she can't remember a time when she didnit
love animals. “Right now I have four cats and two
dogs,” she says, 1 was always an animal lover”

The inspiration for “The PetSafe Fire
Escape for Craies,” came w0 Bock afier a first hand
encounter with a house fire, “We were in Kirkwood
helping some friends work on their house when
we heard a beeping,” she says, “We noticed thar
the neighbor’s house was on fire. It ook the fire
department abour 15 or 20 minutes 1o ger there,
and we could hear two dogs in the back of the
house. We started smashing in windows, trving o
gl:l.' inrﬂ lhl: hﬂl:k dﬂnl. bu[ rhl.'}' WCIC 1N a Crarc ﬂr.ld.
we couldnt get to them in time. They ended up
burning alive.”
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because of PetSafe.

The experience was so unsettling to Back
that she decided to take action. "MNobody thinks
this will happen to them. but you have got ro be
prepared,” she says. So when she heard abour
“My Pet ldea,” an online creative contest that was
in search of the nextr grear per producr invenrion,
she got to work. “About a2 month after the fire |
submirred my idea and then forgor abour it,” she
says. “A few weeks later | found out | made the op
10, then the wop four”

Created by PetSafe and Drs. Foster &
Smith, “My Pet Idea” invited consumers o submir
ideas for new products thar would enhance the pet/
owner relationship and ulimately improve a pet’s
quality of life.  After receiving more than 5,000
ideas and 200,000 votes, they selected Bock as their
first place “Petreprenuer” for 2007, 1 went 1o
Knoxville where the engineers had been working
on my product for six weeks," Bock says. I got 1o

give my input which was grear because it was a very
collaborative process,”

The result is an arachment designed for
crated dogs and cas o escape a fire, alert their
owners of danger and ultimarely avoid being rrapped.
*Firemen typically will not enter a burning house to
save a pet,” she says, “The hear alarm is on the crare
s0 that when the smoke alarm goes off it will rigger
the door ro the crate to open. When the detecror is
activared, a magner drops to lift the crate pin and
open the crate door.”

In addition to her invention, Bock has some
important tips for helping animals escape a fire,
“Keep your crate in a visible space.” she says. “Keep
a sign on the door that says where the animals are
in case of emergency. Also, have a fire exiinguisher
upstairs,

She also has plenty more ideas for safety
products. 1 want to invent a smoke alarm thae says
‘Fire!" instead of beeping.” she says. “Everything
beeps these days.... clocks, phones, microwaves. .. so
you disregard ir. Bur if you're sleeping, this wakes
you up more than beeping would.” She wants the
alarm to have a visual component as well. “When
the fire alarm goes off, [ want to have something like

u|c| love for someone to call me up
day and tell me that their dog is

a discos ball Aashing,” she says. “This will ger people’s
attention when the fire is in the back of the house.”

When asked what she plans to do with the
$25,000, Bock says that this was as much a surprise
to her as winning the contest. I had no idea there
was prize money!” she laughs, "1 have donared
some to a pet charity in my hometown, and my
partner, Bonnie, is picking a chariry in Louisiana for
Katrina."

As for the "PetSafe Fire Escape for Crates,”
Bock just hopes thar it will save other animals from
danger. *I hope pet owners will attach this o their
crates,” she says. “1 would love some one o call me
up and say that my dog is alive because he got our”

To learn more about Foster & Smith, visit wuww,
drifostersmith.com. For more information abowr
PetSafe visit wannpetsafe.net, and for more
informarion on “The Fire Escape for Crares” visit
wieic, srypetidea. com.



